
A First Look At 2008
The United States’still

impressive textile/apparel
complex is alive and well, with
2008 shipments expected to
total nearly $95 billion — off
only 4 percent from last year’s

level.That’s the gist of TTeexxttiillee
WWoorrlldd’s annual economic out-
look feature (See “Textiles 2008:
A Blueprint For Survival,” TTWW,
this issue).That’s not to say
there still aren’t serious prob-
lems to deal with, or that con-

tinuing modest industry
shrinkage beyond the new
year can be avoided. But by
and large, any further dips in
mill activity should be man-
ageable.Turn to page 22 for
the complete 2008 outlook.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
US Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 166.1 166.9 186.3
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 151.7 152.0 158.1
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $533.26 $517.60 $513.42
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $449.82 $457.45 $480.40
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.8 40.4 40.4
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 37.8 39.0 39.8
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 2002=100) 82.4 82.5 89.8
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 72.0 71.9 75.8
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 126.3 126.3 125.0

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 114.3 114.5 114.1
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 117.6 118.0 115.2
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 121.5 121.6 120.2
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 128.6 128.4 127.7
Home furnishings (1982=100) 126.2 125.2 124.1
Carpet (1982=100) 157.4 157.0 156.3

Import price index, textile & fabrics (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 108.2 108.3 102.7
Import price index, textile mill products (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 100.4 100.3 100.6
*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $2,885 $2,876 $3,029
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $2,743 $2,727 $2,976
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $3,820 $3,836 $4,081
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $3,472 $3,475 $3,682
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.32 1.33 1.35
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.27 1.27 1.24
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $19,312 $18,830 $18,110
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 203.6 232.7 214.0
Imports (DOC, millions, October year-to-date total) $82,070 $72,946 $78,764
Exports (DOC, millions, October year-to-date total) $13,518 $12.088 $14,198

US Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 146,703 146,007 145,623
Unemployment rate (BLS) 4.7 4.7 4.5
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 114.0 114.6 112.0
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 208.9 208.5 201.8
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 174.4 173.5 165.1
Personal income (DOC, billions) $11,741.8 $11,577.3 $11,130.9
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $10,251.3 $10,099.7 $9,675.8
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $33,830 $33,413 $32,231
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,229 1,193 1,470
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 81.7 82.2 81.7

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.

                 


