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of its professionals through training
programs and increasing productivity.
This development program has
already invested more than $8 billion.
Its objective is to strengthen Brazil’s
textile industry in the globalized and
competitive market.

Brazil has around 4 million ring
spindles and 330,000 rotors in opera-
tion. It produces and consumes 5
percent of the world’s total cotton
crop. Producing approximately 1.2
million metric tons of cotton annu-
ally, Brazil exports almost 400,000
metric tons to Indonesia, Pakistan,
Japan and Argentina.

ABIT
The Brazilian Textile and Apparel

Industry Association (ABIT) repre-
sents the integration of the Brazilian
textile chain. Founded in the early
1960s, ABIT sponsors companies in
every segment in the textile industry,
including cotton growing, synthetic
raw materials, textile fibers, spinning,
weaving, knitwear, dyeing, printing
and apparel. ABIT participates
actively in the evolution of the textile

sector. A pioneer in the industrializa-
tion of Brazil, the textile sector stands
out within the domestic economy.
ABIT also coordinates relevant initia-
tives in the social and environmental
arenas, besides sponsoring the sus-
tainable growth of the industry.

TexBrasil
Created in 2001, the Brazilian Tex-

tile Chain Strategic Program
(TexBrasil) — developed by ABIT in
partnership with Apex-Brasil, the
country’s export promotion agency
— states its mission is to support and
prepare sector companies to present,
in an organized way, Brazilian prod-
ucts in international markets. Using
various tools and actions, it aims to
increase the platform of Brazilian
export companies, encouraging their
inclusion in the global market.

In 2009, the total turnover for the
textile sector was $47 billion, and
exports exceeded $1.8 billion. During
the same year, the sector generated a
deficit of $1.5 billion and created
more than 66,000 job openings. In
terms of consumption, Brazil holds

World Cotton Consumption
(Millions of 480-pound bales)

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11
July

China 50.0 51.0 44.0 47.5 49.0
India 18.1 18.6 17.8 19.6 20.4
Pakistan 12.0 12.0 11.3 11.5 11.6
Turkey 7.3 6.2 5.1 5.6 5.7
Brazil 4.6 4.6 4.2 4.4 4.6
Bangladesh 3.2 3.5 3.8 4.0 4.3
United States 4.9 4.6 3.6 3.4 3.4
Indonesia 2.2 2.2 2.0 2.1 2.1
Mexico 2.1 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9
Vietnam 1.0 1.2 1.3 1.6 1.8
Thailand 2.0 2.0 1.6 1.8 1.8
Uzbekistan 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.2
South Korea 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Taiwan 1.2 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.0
Egypt 1.0 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9
Rest of World 12.3 11.5 9.9 9.3 9.2
World Total 123.8 123.3 109.9 116.6 119.7

Table 2 Source: USDA
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