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n spite of certain rumors and dif-
ficulties, ITMA Europe is still
alive. And there will be a few
novelties at ITMA 2011, which

will be held in Barcelona, Spain,
September 22-29. The European
Committee of Textile Machinery
Manufacturers, (CEMATEX), owner
of ITMA, and ITMA 2011 organizer,
MP International Pte Ltd., Singapore,
are preparing a program that is more
versatile than ever under the theme
“Master the Art of Innovation.”

As of TTeexxttiillee  WWoorrlldd’s press time,
more than 1,300 exhibitors from 44
countries around the world have reg-
istered to participate in ITMA 2011 at
the Fira de Barcelona Gran Via.
About 70 percent of the exhibitors
are from European countries. Italy
represents the largest contingent,
with more than 300 exhibitors; fol-
lowed by Germany, with more than
200; Spain, 85; and Switzerland, 62.
Among non-European countries, the
three largest exhibitor groups are
India, with 123 exhibitors; Turkey,
87; and China, 80.

ITMA attendees are invited to stop
by Hall 3, Booth C153 to receive com-
plimentary copies of TTeexxttiillee  WWoorrlldd,

Tex t i l e s  Panamer i c anos and 
TTeexxttiillee  WWoorrlldd  AAssiiaa.

Changes And Faster Rhythm
ITMA is celebrating its 60th birth-

day this year. It’s been a long road
from the first ITMA in 1951 in Lille,
France, to this year’s show in
Barcelona. However, the “most
important textile machinery exhibi-
tion,” as it is generally considered, is
under pressure for various reasons.

In 2000, CEMATEX decided to hold
a second ITMA in Asia, reflecting the
emerging markets in Asia and the
Pacific Rim. The first and second
ITMA Asias took place in Singapore in
2001 and 2005. Then the show moved
to Shanghai in 2008 — and it is still
there. Meanwhile, OTEMAS — the
quadrennial Osaka International Tex-

tile Machinery Show organized by the
Japan Textile Machinery Association
and held in Osaka, Japan, in alterna-
tion with ITMA Europe — ceased to
exist; and the biennial China Interna-
tional Textile Machinery Exhibition
(CITME) gave up its Beijing location
and merged with ITMA Asia in 2008.
Meanwhile, in competition with and
in alternation with ITMA Asia, Shang-
haiTex is held in odd-numbered years.

Another significant decision by
CEMATEX was to organize an ITMA
Asia every two years. With this deci-
sion, the tradition of having an ITMA
every four years, and after that, every
two years alternating between
Europe and Asia, was gone. There is
now an ITMA three years in a row:
2010 in Shanghai, 2011 in Barcelona
and next year again in Shanghai.

Despite the pressure on exhibitors
because ITMA Europe is sandwiched
between two ITMA Asias and
exhibitors are expected to introduce
something brand-new at every
ITMA, the European suppliers are
committed to exhibiting at the Euro-
pean edition; and, in general, one
may say that as long there is Euro-
pean textile machinery production,

Quadrennial expo will offer
expanded exhibit categories

and colocated events in 
Barcelona, the heart of the 

Spanish textile industry.
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Winding & Texturing, Equipment
for Plant Ops and Software

Spinning & Testing

Nonwovens Production & Testing

Weaving

Knitting & Hosiery, Embroidery 
& Braiding, Garment & Textile
Processing and Logistics

Research & Education

Fiber and Yarn

Recycling Services for Textile
Industry

Finishing, Dyestuffs & Chemicals

Registration & Other Facilities

ITMA Marks 60 Years


