
ers take pause before com-
mitting for new orders. But
another factor also may be
playing an import-breaking
role — namely the shutter-
ing of many Asian factories
during the recent global
economic downturn. The

resulting supply shrinkages
have, in turn, tended to
stretch out lead times —
making orders placed with
these overseas suppliers
more iffy for domestic buy-
ers who gear their opera-
tions to a tight just-in-time

inventory strategy. Reduced
foreign capacity also means
some large foreign firms are
becoming a bit less inter-
ested in filling small, less
profitable U.S. orders. Not
surprisingly, reports now
indicate that U.S. suppliers

are tending to pick up some
of this business. In any
event, TTeexxttiillee  WWoorrlldd‘s
beginning-of-year forecast
calling for a significant
slowdown in 2011 import
gains is beginning to look
better and better.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
US Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 120.8 120.7 119.2
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 116.2 116.3 118.9
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $563.18 $583.33 $557.14
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $476.74 $472.36 $459.76
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.6 41.5 41.4
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.2 39.2 39.4
Textile mill production (Federal Reserve Board, 2007=100) 81.5 84.7 75.3
Textile product production (FRB, 2007=100) 68.6 69.1 70.7
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 64.2 65.8 62.3
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 138.1 137.7 131.4

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 109.7 110.8 115.8
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 156.6 153.2 126.1
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 140.9 137.6 127.7
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 142.8 144.4 135.5
Home furnishings (1982=100) 135.5 135.5 131.3
Carpet (1982=100) 171.1 171.4 167.1

Import price index, textile & fabrics (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 124.1 123.2 115.7
Import price index, textile mill products (BLS, Dec. 2005=100) 114.4 108.5 100.5
*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $2,500 $2,461 $2,295
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $1,920 $1,861 $1,873
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $3,345 $3,351 $2,996
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $3,177 $3,144 $2,802
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.34 1.36 1.31
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.65 1.69 1.50
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $18,838 $18,506 $18,439
Imports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $15,357 $7,933 $13,170
Exports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $3,397 $1,657 $2,850

US Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 139,864 139,573 138,952
Unemployment rate (BLS) 8.8 8.9 9.7
Industrial production index (FRB, 2007=100) 93.6 92.8 88.4
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 221.3 220.2 216.7
Producer price index , all commodities (BLS, 1982=100) 199.1 195.5 183.3
Personal income (DOC, billions) $12,724.0 $12,595.5 $12,239.0
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $11,518.9 $11,417.3 $11,121.7
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $37,021 $36,778 $36,049
Housing starts (DOC, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 594 534 685
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 77.4 76.9 72.8

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


