
if you factor in the 2.5-per-
cent increase in prices over
this period, the real or
physical volume of these
sales was probably off by a
similar 2.5 percent.

On the more highly fab-
ricated textile product level,

a 0.5-percent increase in
dollar sales translates into
a 3.5-percent decline when
the more than 4-percent
price boost over the period
is factored in.

Domestic employment
also is taking a hit. In the

basic mill sector, the num-
ber of workers is down 5.5
percent vis-à-vis year-ago
levels. On the domestic
apparel level, latest job lev-
els are running more than
10 percent under year-ear-
lier readings.

Given all this, it’s not
surprising that more than
10 textile and apparel
plants have already been
shuttered this year —
with many more such
closings likely before the
year is out.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
US Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
*Textile mills employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 227.5 229.7 240.7
**Textile product mills employment (BLS, thousands) 176.4 177.3 177.2
*Manufacturers’ textile mills sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,494 $3,528 $3,496
**Manufacturers’ textile product mills sales (DOC, millions) $3,301 $3,300 $3,285
Textile mills production workers (BLS, thousands) 183.9 186.1 198.5
Textile product mills production workers (BLS, thousands) 143.1 142.2 141.6
Textile mills weekly earnings (BLS) $489.20 $485.10 $491.60
Textile product mills weekly earnings (BLS) $450.34 $448.48 $440.38
Textile mills weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.6 39.7 40.3
Textile product mills weekly hours worked (BLS) 39.4 39.4 38.8
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 74.1 74.9 75.4
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 74.1 74.8 73.7
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 122.2 121.9 119.3

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 109.0 108.2 105.2
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 110.0 109.5 107.1
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 114.2 113.9 112.2
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 123.1 122.5 120.0
Home furnishings (1982=100) 123.3 123.3 123.5
Carpet (1982=100) 142.6 142.1 133.5

Manufacturers’ textile mills inventories (DOC, millions) $4,632 $4,712 $4,933
Manufacturers’ textile product mills inventories (DOC, millions) $5,443 $5,395 $5,068
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.33 1.34 1.41
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile product mills 1.65 1.63 1.54
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $16,178 $16,497 $15,917
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 193.5 189.8 158.9
Imports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $14,010 $6,886 $12,281
Exports (DOC, millions, February year-to-date total) $2,569 $1,268 $2,431 

US Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 140,501 140,144 138,408
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.2 5.4 5.7
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 118.4 118.0 114.4
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 191.8 190.7 186.2
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 151.6 150.9 141.8
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,953.8 $9,700.4 $9,330.0
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,884.2 $8,651.5 $8,320.5
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $30,108 $29,395 $28,474
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 2,195 2,183 1,895
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 79.4 79.0 77.7

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mills numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile product mills numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


