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level. Hardly nirvana, but a
heck of a lot better than
the big 7-percent decline
reported last year.

Moreover, compare 
TTeexxttiillee  WWoorrlldd’s second-half
2004 projections to actual
second-half 2003 results,
and the decline in mill out-

put pretty much disappears.
Beyond year end, however,
the picture becomes a little
more fuzzy. For one, the
ending of import quotas in
January is bound to have
some impact. But where
and to what extent remain
big questions.

Finally, there are gener-
al business conditions that
traditionally become more
iffy the farther one goes
into the future. Upshot: At
this stage of the game,
early 2005 textile mill fore-
casts could be prone to
considerable error. Never-

theless, a continuation of
the current flattening in
demand and relatively
unchanged prices is pre-
dicted — a not-all-that-
downbeat forecast given
the industry’s recent
declines and all the uncer-
tainties looming ahead.
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 236.3 235.1 256.9
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 178.6 179.4 178.7
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 193.3 192.1 212.2
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 142.9 143.7 140.6
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $481.20 $490.05 $440.50
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $435.07 $445.22 $446.29
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.7 40.3 37.7
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.8 38.9 39.8
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 75.9 76.7 77.2
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 72.6 73.1 71.7
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 120.7 120.7 119.5

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 106.0 106.3 106.9
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 108.3 107.8 103.7
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 114.6 112.6 110.2
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 120.6 120.5 120.6
Home furnishings (1982=100) 123.1 123.1 122.4
Carpet (1982=100) 137.0 134.8 134.6

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,360 $3,470 $3,207
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $3,104 $3,108 $2,836
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $4,831 $4,862 $5,123
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $5,136 $5,102 $4,994
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.44 1.40 1.60
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.65 1.64 1.76
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $15,670 $15,684 $15,084
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 164.8 168.2 138.8
Imports (DOC, millions, June year-to-date total) $38,026 $30,644 $36,646
Exports (DOC, millions, June year-to-date total) $8,108 $6,751 $8,012

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 139,660 139,031 137,604
Unemployment rate (BLS) 5.5 5.6 6.2
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 116.2 116.5 110.0
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 189.7 189.1 183.6
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 147.1 146.6 138.0
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,614.8 $9,465.4 $9,105.7
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,584.5 $8,455.0 $8,075.0
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $29,248 $28,873 $27,779
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,802 1,970 1,850
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 77.2 77.6 74.0

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


