
A Few Upbeat Notes
There are some positive

signs for hard-pressed tex-
tiles. For one, mills — aided
by still increasing output
per worker — are manag-
ing to keep their unit labor
costs from rising. The rela-
tively small year-to-year

increases in textile hourly
wages also have helped. 

News on the fiber front
isn’t bad either. Man-made
tags have stabilized. And
while cotton has edged
higher on reports of a dis-
appointing Chinese crop,
no big runup is anticipated.

There are even some
encouraging signs on the
demand front — particu-
larly in the textile mill
product sphere. Manufac-
turers sales here have
actually managed to edge
up 2.5 percent vis-à-vis a
year ago.

This is in sharp 
contrast to the big 14-per-
cent decline in sales of
basic mill offerings like
fabrics over the same peri-
od. Behind the difference:
significantly less import
competition in the mill
product area. 
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Textile Barometers See www.TTeexxttiilleeWWoorrlldd.com for expanded textile industry financial news.

Latest Previous Year 
U.S. Textile Indicators: Month+ Month++ Ago
Textile mill employment (Bureau of Labor Statistics, thousands) 259.6 264.3 291.3
Mill product employment (BLS, thousands) 177.0 184.0 195.6
Textile mill production workers (BLS, thousands) 213.5 218.2 242.8
Mill product production workers (BLS, thousands) 136.4 143.4 155.3
Textile mill weekly earnings (BLS) $463.24 $442.52 $480.26
Mill product weekly earnings (BLS) $470.90 $450.47 $435.84
Textile mill weekly hours worked (BLS) 38.6 37.9 40.5
Mill product weekly hours worked (BLS) 40.4 39.9 39.2
Textile production index (Federal Reserve Board, 1997=100) 75.3 76.3 83.9
Textile capacity utilization (FRB) 68.7 69.4 74.0
Producer price index, textiles & apparel (BLS, 1982=100) 119.3 119.5 119.7

Man-made fibers (1982=100) 106.7 106.9 106.1
Processed yarns & threads (1982=100) 103.3 103.5 103.6
Greige fabrics (1982=100) 111.1 111.5 112.1
Finished fabrics (1982=100) 120.6 120.8 120.7
Home furnishings (1982=100) 121.4 122.1 122.3
Carpet (1982=100) 134.9 134.1 131.1

*Manufacturers’ textile mill sales (Dept. of Commerce, millions) $3,219 $3,207 $3,759
**Manufacturers’ textile product sales (DOC, millions) $2,887 $2,836 $2,814
Manufacturers’ textile mill inventories (DOC, millions) $5,058 $5,123 $5,018
Manufacturers’ textile product inventories (DOC, millions) $4,984 $4,994 $4,925
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile mills 1.57 1.60 1.33
Inventory-to-sales ratio, textile products 1.73 1.76 1.75
Clothing & accessories retail sales (DOC, millions, seasonally adjusted) $14,763 $14,969 $14,192
Stock price index (Standard & Poor’s, 1994=100) 138.8 138.2 143.5
Imports (DOC, millions, July year-to-date total) $44,582 $40,084 $39,702
Exports (DOC, millions, July year-to-date total) $9,265 $8,080 $9,297

U.S. Economic Indicators:
Employment (BLS, thousands) 137,625 137,478 136,757
Unemployment rate (BLS) 6.1 6.2 5.8
Industrial production index (FRB, 1997=100) 110.0 109.5 111.6
Consumer price index (BLS, 1982-84=100) 183.9 183.7 180.1
Producer price index (BLS, 1982=100) 137.8 138.0 131.2
Personal income (DOC, billions) $9,173.2 $9,094.8 $8,914.0
Disposable personal income (DOC, billions) $8,086.2 $8,017.6 $7,792.2
Disposable personal income per capita (DOC) $27,900 $27,732 $27,144
Housing starts (DOC, millions, thousands, seasonally adjusted) 1,872 1,845 1,666
Operating rates — all industries (FRB) 74.5 74.3 76.4

+ Preliminary    ++ Revised
*Textile mill numbers include yarns, spinning, texturing, throwing and twisting, and all types of fabrics and finishing.
**Textile products numbers include carpet and rugs, curtains, draperies, other home textiles, canvas, tire cord, and fabric and textile bags.


